
Ethnography Data Coding Scheme 
 

Interview data 

EXC = expert topic, lacking confidence 

EVC = everyday topic, lacking confidence 

EXA = expert topic, in some ways inappropriate (awkward diction, tone, non-verbal behavior) 

EVA = everyday topic, in some ways inappropriate (awkward diction, tone, non-verbal behavior) 

 

ITA-student interaction data 

TTF =  fragmented, incomprehensible speaking turns 

TRP = problematic transitions between topics  

CLF = difficulties in clarification (when answering student’s questions) 

COM = unclear or confusing comments (on student’s work) 

INT = difficulties in initiating a topic 

INR = difficulties in initiating a repair (repair: self-correction or other-correction) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summary of Transcription Symbols 
 

((text))  researcher’s comments 

 

[  overlapping utterances 

 

= latching (when one speaker follows another without a pause) 

**Please read and refer to pages 5-6 in “Transcription Procedures” 

 

. stopping/falling tone (but not always the end of a sentence) 

 

, slightly rising tone that gives a sense of continuation 

 

? rising intonation (but not always a question) 

 

! animated tone (but not always an exclamation) 

 

: a stretched sound and placed after the vowel (multiple can be added for length) 

 

↑ rising intonation 

 

↓ falling intonation 

 

text underlining refers to emphasis 

 

TEXT capitals refer to loudness 

 

º indicates softer speech 

 

hhh aspiration 

 

.hhh inhalation  

 

>text< sped up delivery 

 

(text) doubts about content  

 

(.) short pause  

** Add numbers up to (.3) for pauses. Anything longer than 3 counts write ((pause))  


