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What kind of knowledge object is a book? In this talk, Piper 
revisits the book’s materiality and the way it shapes how we gain access to 
knowledge of our world. Whether through a reader’s personalized 
relationship with a book or the book’s passage through a broader 
circuit of communication, books are most often understood as 
singular, bound objects. Piper is interested in exploring what it would 
mean instead to understand the book’s place within a larger 
material ecology.  How does an understanding of the book 
within a broader horizon of things and our gestural 
interactions with those things give us new insights into the 
history of the book’s meaning as an instrument of knowledge?
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