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Increasingly we live in a world made – or 
remade – by humans. For this reason, 
geologists are seriously considering whether 
we have embarked a new epoch: the 
Anthropocene. As we change the world, the 
questions we ask also change. For a start: what 
does it mean to be human in an age when 
mankind is determining the fate of the planet?

Elizabeth Kolbert is a staff writer at The New Yorker, where her 
stories have included political profiles, book reviews, comment 
pieces, and articles on climate change. Her three-part series on 
global warming, “The Climate of Man,” won the 2006 National 
Magazine Award for Public Interest, the 2005 American Association 
for the Advancement of Science Journalism Award, and the 2006 
National Academies Communication Award. She is the author of 
two books, The Prophet of Love: And Other Tales of Power and Deceit,  
and Field Notes from a Catastrophe.
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