
The Center for Hellenic Studies
serves as a hub of initiatives and
activities focused on Hellenic
language, history, society and
culture. Through the comprehensive
study of Greece and Hellenism, the
Center aspires to foster in-depth
knowledge of Hellenic civilization
and promote its values and ideals. It
also aims at forming strong bonds
between the University and the
Greek-American communities of
Long Island and New York and at
establishing connections and
interactions with educational and
academic institutions in the US, in
Greece and Cyprus.
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Director's Message

Another year of activities for the Center for Hellenic Studies at Stony Brook
University. Although we were saddened by Dr. Nikos Panou's departure from Stony
Brook, we continued working with enthusiasm in the Center and our Greek classes.
We had wonderful students who took our Modern Greek classes at all levels
(Elementary, Intermediate and Advanced) and made the lessons fun and creative.
We received approval for two new classes that provide Conversational Modern
Greek instruction and will start in Fall 2023. We initiated a Summer Abroad
program in Athens, and the inaugural trip will take place in just a couple of weeks!
We enjoyed insightful and exciting lectures on various topics, remembering the 100
years from the destruction of Smyrna, hearing about the most recent efforts to
bring  back home the Parthenon Marbles, hearing about the amazing women of the
Greek revolution of 1821 , and those of the Philoptochos Society of New York City.
As May rolled and some of our students graduated, we celebrate their
accomplishments, are proud of them and wish them the best in their next
endeavors. We are also proud of the two students who completed the Minor in
Hellenic Studies, Samantha Lauria and Mohammed Zaman.

During the year we have made friends and are grateful for their support. This
includes all our friends who supported the Center for Hellenic Studies during Stony
Brook's giving day, the Athenian Society who will be supporting a student for their
Summer Abroad in Athens experience, the AHEPA chapter of Port Jefferson for
supporting, for the third year in a row, an essay competition focusing on
documenting the journey of Greek-American and Cypriot-American immigrants
who arrived in New York fifty or sixty years ago. We are grateful for the continuous
support and generosity of Mr. Peter Tsantes and of Dr. Eleni Bacola-Ciacco.  

An intense and great collaboration this year led to the implementation of the
Summer Abroad program in Athens, and Dr. Maria Athanasopoulou and I are
grateful to Dr. Efie Spentzos, Ms Mariam Isack and Ms Margaret Hartofilis for putting
their heart and soul in the project. We are also working with other members of our
Stony Brook family (Drs Tassiopoulos and Georgakis) on establishing a program of
scholarship exchange between our school and universities in Greece.

Through Dr. Athanasopoulou, we formed a productive and mutually beneficial
collaboration on lectures and events with the Center for Byzantine and Modern
Greek Studies at Queens College.

All these activities, our students and the friends of the Center for Hellenic Studies
helped conclude a successful 2022-2023 academic year. We are energized for the
future!  Thank you to all and have a nice, relaxing Summer. See you in September!
                                                                                                         May 2023
                                                                     Stella Tsirka, Center for Hellenic Studies Director



Remembering the 100 years from the
destruction of Smyrna



 

The Stony Brook Greek and Cypriot

Student Association hosted this

year's OXI Day celebration. The

event was open to families and

friends. Prof. Stella Tsirka spoke

about the day and its history, and

the students read poems, sang

songs and danced. 

Greek & Cypriot Student Association



 VASILOPITA   
for the New Year 

The students of GRK 112
celebrated the New Year 2023

with Prof. Maria
Athanasopoulou. They started

the Spring Semester by cutting
a traditional pie, the

"Vasilopita" with the 
lucky coin. The winner was the

student Kyra Franks





Cultural and historical events are always very
interesting, The students learned about their culture
and celebrated Greek Independence day of 25th March.







The Center for Byzantine & Modern Greek Studies and The
Center for Hellenic Studies of Stony Brook University

present



There are various traditions
and customs for that day in
Greece. The most renown is
making a wreath, typically
made from handpicked wild
flowers. These wreaths are
hung on the doors or
balconies of every house
where they remain until the
23rd of June.



Student’s cookbook project connects generations of their Greek family

In this fun project, students research the recipes of typical Greek food dishes
in their families, as well as the origin of the ingredients and recipes. Students
used family members at home as primary resources of information and help.

The Greek Cookbook Project 





On Sunday, May 21, 2023,  AHEPA Port Jefferson
Chapter 319 awarded 3 students at Stony Brook
University’s Center for Hellenic Studies a total of
$3,000 for their winning essays in a scholarship
competition.
       Two years ago, Mr. George Kallas, AHEPA 319, and
Dr. Stella Tsirka, Stony Brook University, partnered
together to create a scholarship competition targeted
for students of the Center for Hellenic Studies. The
theme of the essay competition was developed by Dr.
Tsirka, and each participant interviewed several
elderly Greek residents and documented how they
were received and blended into the American culture,
learned the language, and became established in the
community as citizens of the United States.
Correlations were encouraged to be drawn to the
current immigration environment. Access to elderly
Greek and Cypriot residents was facilitated by AHEPA.
      Mr. George Kallas then introduced Dr. Stella Tsirka,
the founder of SBU’s Center for Hellenic Studies. Dr.
Tsirka thanked AHEPA for supporting the Center for
Hellenic Studies with the scholarship program and
recognized Mr. Peter Tsantes as a donor and sponsor
of SBU’s Center for Hellenic Studies. She also
commented on her experience supporting the AHEPA
scholarship competition for the third year in a row,
working with Professor Maria Athanasopoulou, the
faculty member of the Center for Hellenic Studies
who participated in reviewing the competing
students’ essays, who also shared their experience
with the parish.
      The three winners of the AHEPA Port Jefferson
Chapter 319 scholarship competition for 2023 are:
Georgiana Misthos, 
Eleftherios Apollon Zoumpanidopoulos 
 Demetrios Kritikos (not present). 
      AHEPAN Vice President George Kallas presented
each of the 3 competition winners with a check for
$1,000 and a certificate of scholastic achievement.

Each student in turn presented a
short speech to the parish,
thanking AHEPA for the
opportunity and the award, and
commenting on their main
takeaway from the experience
interviewing the Greek immigrants
and writing the essay with their
commentary on the current
immigration environment. 



Andrew Candio
Izabella Canales
Irene Esadah

Three participating students
received scholarships towards  
their expenses for the trip 

We are grateful for the support from the Tsantes Family Travel
Scholarship as well as from the Athenian’s Society of New York. 
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Adjunct Lecturer, Department  of
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1052 Hellenic Studies
Humanities Building
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Director
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