
The Center for Hellenic Studies serves as a hub of
initiatives and activities focused on Hellenic language,
history, society and culture. Through the comprehensive
study of Greece and Hellenism, the Center aspires to
foster in-depth knowledge of Hellenic civilization and
promote its values and ideals. It also aims at forming
strong bonds between the University and the Greek-
American communities of Long Island and New York and
at establishing connections and interactions with
educational and academic institutions in the US and in
Greece.
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OXI DAY

CELEBRATION 



The Stony Brook Greek and

Cypriot Student Association

hosted this year's OXI Day

celebration. The event was open

to families and friends. Professor

Stella Tsirka spoke about the

day and its history, and the

students read poems, sang

songs and danced. The Greek

Diner "Mesogeios" offered

traditional Greek food.  







 VASILOPITA   
for the New year 

The students of GRK 112
celebrated the New Year

2022 with Prof. Maria
Athanasopoulou. They 

 started the Spring Semester
by cutting a traditional pie,

the "Vasilopita" with the 
lucky coin

Happy New Year!!
2022








March 25th: 
Greek Independence Day

This year's cultural and
historical events were a

success! We learned
more about our culture

and celebrated our
National Holidays.





On Sunday, May 1st, the Center
for Hellenic Studies and Greek
& Cypriot Student Association
celebrated the life of famous

Greek composer, poet, and
activist

Mikis Theodorakis. 
Some of his most notable

works include music scores
arranged for the films “Zorba

the Greek", "Serpico" and
“State of Siege”. We

commemorated his vast
intellectual work and paid

tribute to the legacy he left
behind.



THE JOURNEY OF GREEK- AND CYPRIOT-

AMERICAN IMMIGRANTS COMPETITION

Supported by AHEPA Port Jefferson Chapter 319, District #6

The Center for Hellenic Studies is pleased to

announce the 2nd Annual Essay Competition,

which focuses on documenting the experiences

and history of people of Greek and Cypriot

descent who immigrated to the US in the first

half of the twentieth century, and who settled on

Long Island, NY. The competition is open to all

students. Students enrolled in the Hellenic

Studies minor, or in Modern Greek classes, are

encouraged to participate.

Timeline (specific dates will be determined):

October 2021 – Announcement of the

competition

March 2022 – Deadline to submit the essays

April 2022 – Announcement of the winner of the

competition

May 2022 – Award ceremony

The faculty associated with the Center for

Hellenic Studies (Professors Stella Tsirka, Nikos

Panou, and Maria Athanasopoulou) are available

to advise, help and support the students as they

conduct their research and prepare their essays.

Students may register for EUR487 Independent

Project in European Studies upon consultation

with the faculty. Please contact Prof. Stella Tsirka

(styliani-anna.tsirka@stonybrook.edu) for details

and clarifications.

The participants are expected to interview five

senior Greek and Cypriot residents of Long Island

and document how they were received and

blended into the American culture, learned the

language and became established in the

community as citizens of the United States.

Correlations could be drawn to the current

immigration environment. Access to senior

Greek and Cypriot residents of Long Island will

be facilitated by the AHEPA Chapter.The essays

will be submitted to the Center of Hellenic

Studies. A committee of faculty will review the

submissions and select the winners of the

competition, who will receive an award of $1,000

sponsored by the AHEPA Port Jefferson Chapter
319, District #6.

The AHEPA Project

mailto:styliani-anna.tsirka@stonybrook.edu


 We thank all the people who contributed and
supported the Center during the Annual Giving

Day as well as through the year. Your gift will
enable the Center to continue supporting Hellenic

letters and culture and our students

THANK YOU
GIVING DAY

April 27, 2022
#SBUgivingDay
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Nikolaos (Nikos) Panou, PhD
Assistant Professor and Peter V. Tsantes Endowed
Professor in Hellenic Studies
Department of English
631.632.7465 | 1100 Humanities Building
nikolaos.panou@stonybrook.edu 

Maria Athanasopoulou, PhD
Adjunct Lecturer, Department of European 
Languages, Literatures and Culture
2027 Humanities Building
maria.athanasopoulou@stonybrook.edu

Styliani-Anna (Stella) E. Tsirka, PhD 
(Acting Director)
SUNY Distinguished Professor
Miriam and David S. Donoho Endowed Professor
Department of Pharmacological Sciences
Vice Dean for Faculty Affairs 
Renaissance School of Medicine
631.444.3859 | Basic Sciences Tower 8-192
styliani-anna.tsirka@stonybrook.edu


